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Explore free tools for musical heritage as ICH North concludes with 
final seminar in Sweden 
The ICH North project, funded by Interreg Aurora, will successfully conclude its three-year mission to enhance the 
visibility of the musical heritage of Northern Finland, Sweden, Norway, and Sápmi on December 31st. The Final 
Seminar of ICH North is held on November 19th at Västernorrlands Museum in Härnösand, Sweden. 

Results of the project 

Through community-based collaboration, ICH North united organizations and communities to co-create 
educational materials, digital tools, and inclusive practices that empower tradition bearers and strengthen the 
transmission of musical heritage. 

As part of the project, a free online course has been developed to give insights into musical communities in the 
North and their practices of engaging with tradition, transmitting and renewing it. In the project we have 
produced pedagogical materials as well as a digital map showcasing how communities across the Aurora region 
pass or their musical heritage. The project crew has prepared and tested material for uniting business and 
musical heritage in creative ways. Our experts have also created guidelines for inclusive archival work. All 
material is both intented for local and regional use in the Aurora area, as well as spreading good practices on an 
international scale.  

These materials are freely available for music practicioners, tradition barers, businesses, cultural sector 
professionals, educators, communities and anybody interested who wish to integrate intangible cultural 
heritage into their own activities or develop new cultural products and services. A lot of material is already 
published on the project webpage https://net.centria.fi/hanke/ich-north/ and the rest will be published during 
december. 

A new project starting up 

ICH North has sparked new cross-border partnerships and inspired future initiatives, including the upcoming ICH 
EDU North project that will focus on education and lifelong learning with focus on traditional music. ICH EDU 
North will start on January 1st, 2026. 

ICH EDU North will promote social sustainability by encouraging the values and practices of intangible cultural 
heritage through education and lifelong learning. By developing innovative and inclusive learning models, ICH 
EDU North supports cultural diversity and works to ensure equal opportunities for all, with a special focus on 
minority cultures. 
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The importance of musical heritage 

Musical heritage is a vital part of our society, and it is important in terms of resilience, inclusion, identity, 
wellbeing and health, local branding as well as culture products and tourism. Musical heritage gives meaning to 
our lives, strengthens resilience and contributes to well-being. The joy of playing together is something universally 
human and in a world where social gaps are increasing and there is a rapid polarization between groups, playing 
music together has a large potential for inclusion and cohesion. 

 

More information 

Please contact us if you want more information:   

 
ICH North: Sara Kåll-Fröjdö, Centria UAS  (sara.kall-frojdo@centria.fi +358 40 4879634)  
ICH EDU North: Anni Järvelä, Centria UAS (anni.jarvela@centria.fi  +358503462206) 
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