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Operation in the event of disruption to normal conditions 
 

You may have to leave the campus if, for example, the electricity or heat supply is 
cut off for an extended period. You will always be ordered to leave the campus. 
This guideline deals mainly with electricity-related incidents, as electricity is the 
main factor affecting operations. 
 

What is the cause of a power shortage or outage? 
 
An electricity shortage occurs when the production and import of electricity into Finland is 
insufficient to cover electricity consumption. In this case, electricity has to be saved, and this can 
be done through regional power cuts. The duration of these outages is around 1-2 hours, and they 
are likely to occur between 8-10 in the morning and 17-19 in the afternoon. Power outages are 
caused in particular by natural conditions such as storms, thunderstorms and snow accumulation 
on trees. Excavation work, material damage and small animals can also cause power cuts. 
Sometimes power has to be cut off for planned maintenance, repairs and improvements to the 
electricity network. 
 

What can a power cut cause? 
HVAC systems stop working 

• During a power cut, ventilation, heating, water supply, etc. will stop working and lights will 
go out (emergency lights will stay on for 1 hour, after which they will also go out if the 
power has not been restored). In the event of a longer outage, the campus may have to be 
evacuated by management’s decision. 

• Windows in classrooms/restaurant may be opened to prevent the air from becoming too 
heavy. Windows must be closed if an evacuation order is given. 

• During power outages, campus lights will go out - only emergency exit lights will remain on 
for 1 hour, then they too will go out. Ventilation and heating will be switched off and only 
secured equipment will remain on for a certain period of time. 

Laboratories will be shut down in an orderly manner 

• We may not receive advance notice of a power failure, so laboratories will be responsible 
for a managed shutdown of operations if necessary. 

There is always access to the outside of the building 

• The locking system has a mechanical lock in addition to an electronic lock, which opens 
regardless of whether there is power or not. The electric locks are battery-operated, so 
they also operate with an electric alarm for a certain period of time. 

Electrically dependent machinery and equipment and telecommunications 

• Wired or wireless internet will not work on campus when the power goes out of the 
communication equipment. 

• Machines and equipment that depend on electricity will not work unless they are backed 
up. 

Mobile phone use should be avoided 

• During a power outage, you should avoid using your phone to make calls. During a 
blackout, telephone base stations may also shut down, affecting network functionality. 
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Water must not be used 

• Hot water in this situation can be very hot, up to 85 degrees Celsius. This will cause serious 
burns. 

• Do not use showers or faucets. 

• Toilets must not be used. 

Where can I find information about power cuts? 

• City of Kokkola 

• In Pietarsaari, Herrfors electricity company 

• City of Ylivieska (FI) 
 

Centria Talonpojankatu Campus 
Separate order to leave the campus 

• Exiting the campus may apply to situations other than a power cut. The evacuation will 
take place always in the same way (this does not apply to threat situations, there are 
separate instructions). 

• The order to leave is given by the janitor or other person authorised to do so. In this case 
proceed IMMEDIATELY to the AMPHI, the lecture hall and the campus restaurant with 
coats and your equipment to wait. The emergency lights will work for 1 hour after the 
power has been cut, which is why you need to immediately move to the previously 
mentioned locations. 

• Exit from the campus area will be staggered so as not to cause traffic disruption by 
everyone leaving the campus at the same time. Exit will be staggered by the security 
organisation (janitor and/or security officer) 

• After office hours (16:00), exits will be under the direct supervision of the teacher or on 
your own initiative, as the security organisation is no longer present. 

• This instruction applies to the Talonpojankatu Campus, the other campuses and sites will 
follow their respective emergency plan. 

 

What happens after the outage? 
Systems will be brought up and normal operations will resume as soon as possible. The water 
supply might not be back to normal immediately when the power comes back on. Follow the 
instructions of the authorities, if they give instructions. 

https://www.kokkola.fi/en/city-of-kokkola/how-to-prepare-for-a-power-cut/
https://www.herrforsnat.fi/en/what-to-do-if-the-electricity-goes-off/
https://www.ylivieska.fi/asuminen-ja-ymparisto/asuminen/sahkopulaan-varautuminen/

