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CENTRIA CONNECT: PRE-ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Welcome to join the live sessions to ask questions, interact with other future students and Centria staff!

Thursday, 15.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Living, accommodation and expenses in Finland

Thursday, 22.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to Finland with a family
(suggested mostly for students arriving with families)

Thursday, 12.6.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Getting to know the Finnish studying culture Centria style

Thursday, 3.7.2025, pre-recorded Start Learning Your Finnish: Why, when and how

Thursday 7.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to and Living in Kokkola and Pietarsaari

Thursday 21.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Final Questions Before Arrival and the Orientation Days

Join Centria Connect - get ready for your study journey - Centria

Register for the pre-orientation sessions to get the Zoom link here:

https://net.centria.fi/en/for-students/new-students/pre-orientation/


WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ You have been accepted to Centria UAS – Congratulations!

✓ You have gotten your conditional offer letter – Read it carefully!

✓ STEP 1: Confirm the offered study place as soon as possible, at the latest by 10.7.2025 at 15.00 (Finnish 
time), with the link sent to you by opintopolku.fi.

When accepting your study place to Centria UAS, you accept and confirm the conditions written in the acceptance letter.

To finalize the admission process, you must arrive on campus and register at Student Services by 30.9.2025. 

Your study placement is conditional until Centria has verified your eligibility and your final original degree certificate has been reviewed after your registration.

✓ STEP 2: Pay the tuition fee (if you are a citizen from a country outside the EU, EEA or Switzerland) in full by 
using Flywire.

✓After you have accepted the offered study place and paid the tuition fee, (if you were required to), you are 
automatically enrolled as present for your first study year.

✓ Apply for a residence permit as soon as you have accepted your study place

Contact Centria’s Admissions Services for more information or help (admissions@centria.fi).



WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ Join the pre-orientation sessions from May until August

✓ Get to know students, tutors, mentors and Centria International  
Student Union members in the Goin’ app 

✓ See the checklist what to do before moving to Finland

✓ Arrive in Finland in August or the beginning of September

✓ Join the Orientation Days and welcome events

✓ Start your studies



HAPPINESS, NATURE AND EQUALITY
WELCOME TO FINLAND! 



STUDENT HOUSING AND ACCOMMODATION 
IN KOKKOLA AND PIETARSAARI

Tankkari Student Apartments (Kokkola)

City Rental Apartments and

Open market apartments

Housing options in Pietarsaari



TANKKARI STUDENT HOUSING

• Student housing service owned by Kokkola city, separate from 
Centria UAS

• 6 buildings, 500 apartments

• Distance from Centria UAS: 650 metres to 3 kilometres



TANKKARI STUDENT APARTMENTS 

• Shared apartments
• Shared between 2-3 people of the same gender
• Locked doors on each room to ensure privacy
• 260‒330 €
• Electricity included, water fee 15 € (per person)
• Furnished without mattresses or personal items

• Studio apartments
• 380‒480 €
• Electricity included or based on consumption
• Water fee 15 € (per person) or 
• based on consumption
• Unfurnished



TANKKARI STUDENT 
APARTMENTS FOR 
STUDENTS WITH 

CHILDREN

• Family apartments

• Two bedrooms and a living 
room

• 500‒600 €

• Electricity included, water 
fee 15 € (per person)

• Unfurnished



APPLYING FOR A 
STUDENT APARTMENT

• Fill in the application: Applicant - Kt Oy Tankkari

• Choose several options, since Tankkari will 
only offer apartments you have applied to.

• You must have a study certificate (acceptance 
letter) to apply.

• Apply as soon as possible, minimum 1‒2 
months before the need.

• Waiting period for studios is 1‒6 months.

• If you also apply for a Kokkola city rental 
apartment → Inform Tankkari.

• If you reject the offered apartment → 
Inform Tankkari.

https://tankkari.fi/en/applicant/


toimisto@tankkari.fi

+35820 7310 675

Calling hours

Monday-Friday 9.00-12.00 (Finnish time)

Visiting hours Monday-Tuesday 12.00-16.00. 

First and last weekday of the month,

Tankkari Office is open 12.00-16.00.

mailto:toimisto@tankkari.fi
tel:+358401936468


OTHER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS IN KOKKOLA

• Centria's Accommodation website

• Kokkola City Rental Apartments

• Open market apartments and rental agencies: 

• Vuokraovi.fi





ACCOMMODATION IN PIETARSAARI

• Pietarsaari City Rental Apartments 

• Open market apartments and rental agencies:

Vuokraovi.fi



ONCE YOU HAVE GOTTEN AN APARTMENT

• Make a written lease agreement, which contains information 
about the monthly rent, the rent security deposit and how and 
when to terminate the agreement.

• Find out if water and electricity are included in the rent, or if 
you need to pay extra for the or sign an electricity contract.

• Home insurances are usually required in the tenancy 
agreement and recommended for the entire duration of the 
stay in the apartment. Home insurance covers, for example, 
damage to your furniture and other articles as well as the 
apartment itself.

• More information about living in Finland:

https://www.fine.fi/en/advice-we-provide/household-real-estate-animal-and-property-insurances/home-insurance.html#top


FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR LIVING IN FINLAND

• Residence permit based on studies (MIGRI) demands that you have the 
minimum of 800 € at your disposal per month (not including the tuition 
fee). 

• Other costs to prepare for:
• Tuition fee (9 500‒10 000 € per year)
• Kela Student Healthcare Fee
• Health insurance
• Accommodation (rent, water and electricity, home insurance)
• Food and everyday necessities
• Car or public transport
• Hobbies, activities, events
• Other living costs



EXAMPLE ON LIVING COSTS IN KOKKOLA AND 
PIETARSAARI, IN EUROS, ACCORDING TO 1/2025

• Housing expenses:
• Rent in Tankkari Student Housing,
 shared apartment     241‒345 per month
• Rent in Tankkari Student Housing, 
 single-room apartment     435‒488 per month
• Family apartment (for families)    505‒576 per month
• Rent deposit in Tankkari Student Housing   350‒550, paid once
• Door opening service in Tankkari Student Housing  35‒50 per visit
• Rent in the city rental aparment
• Rent deposit in the city rental apartment   1‒3 months’ rent
• Rent in the open market     480‒3000 per month
• Housing insurance     4‒17 per month 
• Electricity       0‒30 per month
• Water       0‒20 per month
• Furniture and necessities     Depending



EXAMPLE ON LIVING COSTS IN KOKKOLA AND 
PIETARSAARI, IN EUROS, ACCORDING TO 1/2025

• Services to handle on arrival:
• Finnish ID card (if needed)     63‒67 euros

• Official photo taken for the ID card    10 euros, or more 



EXAMPLE ON LIVING COSTS IN KOKKOLA AND 
PIETARSAARI, IN EUROS, ACCORDING TO 1/2025

• Healthcare related costs:
• Health insurance      40‒100 euros per year
• Finnish Student Healthcare Services (FSHS) 
 general, mental and dental care    0 euros per year
• Kela Student Healthcare Fee    35,60 euros per semester
• Public healthcare (if you have registered in the DVV) 13‒68 euros per visit, or 

       more, depending 
• Private healthcare     60‒120 euros per visit, or 

       more, depending
• Missed appointment in public healthcare   57 euros per visit
• Ambulance fee      0‒25 euros, depending
• Public dental healthcare
 (if you have registered in the DVV)   12‒304 euros per visit, 
        depending
• Vaccinations in public healthcare    0‒70 euros, depending
• Medication      Depending



EXAMPLE ON LIVING COSTS IN KOKKOLA AND 
PIETARSAARI, IN EUROS, ACCORDING TO 1/2025

• Everyday necessities and additional costs:
• Food       215‒265 per month
• Clothing for 4 season     Depending
• Student priced lunch at Centria’s Sodexo restaurant 2,95 per meal
• Internet subsciption     15‒30 per month
• Phone subsciption     12‒16 per month
• Prepaid phone subsciption    10‒20 per month

• You will receive a free-of-charge prepaid card with 6 euros during the Orientation Days.

• Bus card in Kokkola     30‒70 per month
• Student Union COPSA membership   43 per semester
• Student Union COPSA events    0‒20 per event
• Student Union COPSA sports shifts   0‒8 per shift
• Study equipment (computer)    500‒1500





EXAMPLE ON LIVING COSTS IN KOKKOLA AND 
PIETARSAARI, IN EUROS, ACCORDING TO 1/2025

• Worklife and family services related costs:
• Income tax      Depending on income

• Trade union payments     Depending

• Early childhood education fee (daycare)  0‒330 per month, per 
       child 

• Basic education      0  



FINANCIAL PLANNING IN FINLAND

• As an international student in Finland with a residence permit based on 
studies, you are expected to have the financial requirements to live in 
Finland (Migri). You need to have the minimum of 800 € at your disposal per 
month.

• If your studies take 1 year or longer, you must have 9 600 € in your bank 
account when you submit the residence permit application (MIGRI).

• Prepare to have tuition fee and living costs ready for 1‒2 years.
• For students arriving with families the amount is 800 euros + 610 € (spouse), 

610 € (1st child), 480 € (2nd child), 360 € (3rd child), depending on the size of 
the family. 

• Don’t count on finding part-time work during your studies, or full time work 
for your spouse, if you are arriving with a family. Part time jobs are not easy 
to find when not speaking Finnish.

• The best way to succeed and get scholarships, is to give your full attention to 
studies and studying Finnish.



SCHOLARSHIP OPTIONS AT CENTRIA UAS

• Scholarships for Bachelor’s degree programmes

• Scholarships for Master’s degree programmes







MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FINANCES IN FINLAND

Cost of living in Finland – Centria

Tuition fees & scholarships - Bachelor’s degrees - Centria UAS

Tuition and scholarships for Master’s degree programmes

Cost of Living in Kokkola. Mar 2024. Prices in Kokkola

https://net.centria.fi/en/education/how-to-apply/funding-your-studies/cost-of-living-in-finland/
https://net.centria.fi/en/education/how-to-apply/funding-your-studies/bachelors-degree-programmes/
https://net.centria.fi/en/education/how-to-apply/funding-your-studies/masters-degree-programmes/
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Kokkola-Finland


MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FINANCES IN FINLAND

Insurance | Maahanmuuttovirasto

Early childhood education fees – Kokkola

Student’s family members | Maahanmuuttovirasto

Income requirement for students | Maahanmuuttovirasto  

https://migri.fi/en/insurance
https://www.kokkola.fi/en/education-and-training/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-fees/
https://migri.fi/en/students-family-members
https://migri.fi/en/income-requirement-for-students


CENTRIA CONNECT: PRE-ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Welcome to join the live sessions to ask questions, interact with other future students and Centria staff!

Thursday, 15.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Living, accommodation and expenses in Finland

Thursday, 22.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to Finland with a family
(suggested mostly for students arriving with families)

Thursday, 12.6.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Getting to know the Finnish studying culture Centria style

Thursday, 3.7.2025, pre-recorded Start Learning Your Finnish: Why, when and how
Thursday 7.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to and Living in Kokkola and Pietarsaari
Thursday 21.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Final Questions Before Arrival and the Orientation Days

Join Centria Connect - get ready for your study journey - Centria

Register for the pre-orientation sessions to get the Zoom link here:

https://net.centria.fi/en/for-students/new-students/pre-orientation/




eduexpo@centria.fi
sofia.behluli@centria.fi
admissions@centria.fi

Don’t hesitate to 
contact us:

mailto:eduexpo@centria.fi
mailto:sofia.behluli@centria.fi
mailto:admissions@centria.fi


Thank you 
for joining!

See you
next time!
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