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CENTRIA CONNECT: PRE-ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Welcome to join the live sessions to ask questions, interact with other future students and Centria staff!

Thursday, 15.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Living, accommodation and expenses in Finland

Thursday, 22.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to Finland with a family
(suggested mostly for students arriving with families)

Thursday, 12.6.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Getting to know the Finnish studying culture Centria style

Thursday, 3.7.2025, pre-recorded Start Learning Your Finnish: Why, when and how

Thursday 7.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to and Living in Kokkola and Pietarsaari

Thursday 21.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Final Questions Before Arrival and the Orientation Days

Join Centria Connect - get ready for your study journey - Centria

https://net.centria.fi/en/for-students/new-students/pre-orientation/


WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ You have been accepted to Centria UAS – Congratulations!

✓ You have gotten your conditional offer letter – Read it carefully!

✓ STEP 1: Confirm the offered study place as soon as possible, at the latest by 10.7.2025 at 15.00 (Finnish 
time), with the link sent to you by opintopolku.fi.

When accepting your study place to Centria UAS, you accept and confirm the conditions written in the acceptance letter.

To finalize the admission process, you must arrive on campus and register at Student Services by 30.9.2025. 

Your study placement is conditional until Centria has verified your eligibility and your final original degree certificate has been reviewed after your registration.

✓ STEP 2: Pay the tuition fee (if you are a citizen from a country outside the EU, EEA or Switzerland) in full by 
using Flywire.

✓After you have accepted the offered study place and paid the tuition fee, (if you were required to), you are 
automatically enrolled as present for your first study year.

✓ Apply for a residence permit as soon as you have accepted your study place

Contact Centria’s Admissions Services for more information or help (admissions@centria.fi).



WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ Join the pre-orientation sessions from May until August

✓ Get to know students, tutors, mentors and Centria International  
Student Union members in the Goin’ app 

✓ See the checklist what to do before moving to Finland

✓ Arrive in Finland in August or the beginning of September

✓ Join the Orientation Days and welcome events

✓ Start your studies



MOVING TO FINLAND WITH A FAMILY

Family Apartments in Kokkola and Pietarsaari

Good to Know about Residence Permits for Families

Take Care of Your Vaccinations

Early Childhood Education and Daycare in Kokkola

Basic Education in Kokkola

Services for Your Spouse

Healthcare for Families

Activities and Events for Families



TANKKARI FAMILY 
APARTMENTS

• Studio apartments
• 380‒480 €

• Electricity included or based on 
consumption

• Water fee 15 € (per person) or 

 based on consumption

• Unfurnished

• Family apartments

• Two bedrooms and a living room

• 500‒600 €

• Electricity included, water fee 

 15 € (per person)

• Unfurnished



APPLYING FOR A TANKKARI APARTMENT

• Fill in the application: Applicant - Kt Oy Tankkari

• Choose several options, since Tankkari will only 
offer apartments you have applied to.

• You must have a study certificate (acceptance 
letter) to apply.

• Apply as soon as possible, minimum 1‒3 
months before the need.

• Waiting period for single-room apartments is 
1‒6 months.

• Fewer family apartments, not all families will 
get a family apartment from Tankkari

• If you also apply for a Kokkola City Rental 
Apartment → Inform Tankkari.

• If you reject the offered apartment → Inform 
Tankkari.

https://tankkari.fi/en/applicant/


OTHER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS IN KOKKOLA

• Centria's Accommodation website

• Kokkola City Rental Apartments

• Open market apartments and rental agencies: 

• Vuokraovi.fi



ACCOMMODATION IN PIETARSAARI

• Pietarsaari City Rental Apartments 

• Open market apartments and rental agencies:

Vuokraovi.fi



GOOD TO KNOW ABOUT RESIDENCE PERMITS FOR 
FAMILIES

• The embassies of New Delhi, Kathmandu and Abu Dhabi will prioritise residence 
applications for studies in June and July, as the number of applications of students 
and their family members has increased significantly in these embassies.
• MIGRI prioritises students so that they get to start their studies on time in autumn 2025.
• Due to prioritising students, you may not be able to reserve an appointment for the 

identification of your entire family.
• MIGRI recommends that family members book an appointment to prove their identity before 

June or after July.

• MIGRI aims to process the family members’ applications at the same time as the student’s 

application, if the family members have visited to prove their identity at the same time as the 

student and their applications contain all the necessary information and attachments.

• MIGRI processes family members’ applications within 90 days of submitting a fully completed 

application. A fully completed application means that the application has been duly filled in and 

contains all the necessary attachments. Documents related to family relationships must also be 

legalised.



GOOD TO KNOW ABOUT RESIDENCE PERMITS FOR 
FAMILIES

• If your family members are applying with you, make sure that:

• Documents related to the family relationship have been legalised.

• All the attachments have been translated into Finnish, Swedish or English.

• The applications contain the necessary reports on adequate financial resources.

• Centria UAS does not consider these delays relevant reasons for postponing the 
start of your studies. It’s essential to first secure your own residence permit 
before applying for permits for your family members.

• As an international student in Finland with a residence permit based on studies, 
you are expected to have the financial requirements to live in Finland: 
• You need to have the minimum of 800 € at your disposal per month for yourself.

• For students arriving with families the amount is 800 euros + 610 € (spouse), 610 € (1st

child), 480 € (2nd child), 360 € (3rd child), depending on the size of the family. 



TAKE CARE OF YOUR VACCINATIONS

• See through that your and all your family members 
vaccinations are in order well before arriving to Finland.

• If you or your family are unable to get all of the necessary 
vaccinations in your home country, get them in Finland as soon 
as possible from the Finnish Student Health Services, child 
health clinics, school health care or at local health centres.

• See the necessary vaccinations and more information:
• Other steps before and after arriving in Finland,

can be found:



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND DAYCARE IN 
KOKKOLA

• Every child in Finland has the right to early childhood education and care.
• Early childhood education is for children 1‒5 years old, and pre-primary education (pre-school) for 

children 6‒7 years old.
• In Kokkola, early childhood education and daycare is in Finnish or Swedish, but non-Finnish or 

Swedish speaking children are well taken into consideration.
• It is advised to apply for early childhood education four months before the need for daycare. The 

minimum time to apply is two weeks, but in this case guardians need to be studying or working. If 
your spouse is unemployed and not studying, it might take up to 4 months to get early childhood 
education for your child.

• For applying, you need to have an address in Kokkola and to know a desired location for the 
daycare unit and the amount hours you need daycare for your child. You can either apply for 
daycare for office hours or round the clock care, depending on your study and work schedule.

• When you find a suitable daycare unit, you can also contact the manager of the unit for 
information about available places in the unit and additional support for children who don’t know 
Finnish or Swedish yet. For receiving early childhood education, you still need to apply.



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND DAYCARE IN 
KOKKOLA

• The monthly fee for early childhood education is based on income 
(0‒330 € per month, per child).

• Service guidance is also available in English. Calling hours are on 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 9.00–11.00.

• Lists of daycare units in Kokkola are only listed in Finnish and 
Swedish, but you are able to see addresses, the size of the daycare 
unit, the possibility of pre-primary education in the unit as well as 
contact information for the staff.

• More information:



BASIC EDUCATION IN KOKKOLA

• In Finland basic education and school starts at the age of 7. 
Education is compulsory for 7‒18 year old children.

• Elementary school is for approximately 7-12 year old children 
and classes 1-6. Upper secondary school is for approximately 
13-15 year old children and classes 7-9.

• The school location is usually determined by your address in 
Kokkola and the need for preparatory education, which you 
are entitled to, if your child doesn’t speak Finnish or Swedish.

• Schools and locations that offer preparatory education:
• For classes 1-6: Hollihaka school, Koivuhaka school and Ykspihlaja school.
• For classes 7-9 Kiviniitty school and Torkinmäki school. Addresses can be found here: Schools – Kokkola.

https://www.kokkola.fi/en/education-and-training/basic-education/teaching-for-language-and-cultural-groups/
https://www.kokkola.fi/en/education-and-training/basic-education/schools/


BASIC EDUCATION IN KOKKOLA

• If you don’t have an address in Kokkola yet, you can use the Centria UAS 
address when enrolling to basic education and preparatory education.

• Do notice, that when filling the application for enrolment to basic education, is it 
important to add “the pupil requires preparatory education” in the additional 
information, if the child doesn’t speak Finnish or Swedish.

✓Contact Annika Liiti (annika.liiti@edu.kokkola.fi) once you know you are moving 
to Kokkola with a child aged 7-15. Do notice that they are out of office during 
summertime, from the end of May until August.

✓Fill in the enrolment form for the children of Centria students for the City of 
Kokkola: 

• More information:

mailto:annika.liiti@edu.kokkola.fi


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FORM FOR THE CHILDREN OF 
CENTRIA STUDENTS

A preliminary notification of arriving in Kokkola with a child or children.
Once the information from the questionnaire has been processed, a meeting with the 

family will be arranged and the start of school will be agreed upon (Annika Liiti / 
annika.liiti@edu.kokkola.fi).

This is therefore not an official school enrollment.

mailto:annika.liiti@edu.kokkola.fi


Infant 0–9 months: No access to public daycare, must be with a carer at home-
→ Apply at the latest 4 months before the actual daycare must be available, as soon as 
you have an address in Kokkola. 

Child 9 months – c. 6 years: Early Childhood Education/daycare, pre-primary 
education/pre-school.
→ Enrol as soon as possible with your address or Centria’s address.

SUMMARY FOR CHILDREN

Child/teenager c. 7–18 years: Compulsory education



SERVICES FOR YOUR SPOUSE

• In Kokkola:
• If you arrive to Finland with a spouse, who is unemployed, contact Employment 

Services 
• Welcome Office will also guide you with all family related services

• In Pietarsaari:
• If you arrive to Finland with a spouse, who is unemployed, contact Employment 

Services (only in Finnish or Swedish) 
• The Service Point for newcomers



HEALTHCARE FOR FAMILIES

• As a student you are entitled to use the Finnish Student Healthcare Services (FSHS)
• If you and your family members have registered for the Digital and Data Population 

Services, you and your family members should be entitled to use the public healthcare
• General healthcare
• Social services
• Dental services
• Services for children, adolescents and families
• Maternity, child health, family counselling and birth control clinics
• Pediatric emergency clinic
• School health care



ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS FOR FAMILIES

• Finland is a safe place to live with children and a family.
• Kokkola UNICEF Finland has granted Kokkola a Child-Friendly Municipality recognition.
• There are many free-of-charge events and activities in Kokkola and Pietarsaari.
• There are also many arts, sports and music related hobbies with fees in Kokkola and Pietarsaari.
• Joining events, activities and hobbies a great way to boost the wellbeing of the family, get to know 

people, culture and customs, and  to integrate to a new country. 
• Family life in Finland can be quite different, but also rewarding:

• What is expected from a parent
• What is expected of a child
• How a child is raised
• Community
• Dressing and living in a climate with 4 different season

• Do keep in mind, that you are in Finland to study and you have to be able to study even though 
you have a family with you.

• One option is to start your studies in Finland and make sure everything is in order before the rest of 
your family moves with you.



CENTRIA CONNECT: PRE-ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Welcome to join the live sessions to ask questions, interact with other future students and Centria staff!

Thursday, 15.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Living, accommodation and expenses in Finland

Thursday, 22.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to Finland with a family
(suggested mostly for students arriving with families)

Thursday, 12.6.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Getting to know the Finnish studying culture Centria style

Thursday, 3.7.2025, pre-recorded Start Learning Your Finnish: Why, when and how

Thursday 7.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to and Living in Kokkola and Pietarsaari

Thursday 21.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Final Questions Before Arrival and the Orientation Days

Join Centria Connect - get ready for your study journey - Centria

https://net.centria.fi/en/for-students/new-students/pre-orientation/




eduexpo@centria.fi
sofia.behluli@centria.fi
admissions@centria.fi

Don’t hesitate to 
contact us:

mailto:eduexpo@centria.fi
mailto:sofia.behluli@centria.fi
mailto:admissions@centria.fi


Thank you 
for joining!

See you
next time!


	Dia 1
	Dia 2
	Dia 3: Where you are now in  your admission process
	Dia 4: Where you are now in  your admission process
	Dia 5: Moving to finland with a family
	Dia 6: Tankkari family apartments
	Dia 7: Applying for a Tankkari apartment
	Dia 8: Other accommodation options in Kokkola
	Dia 9: Accommodation in Pietarsaari
	Dia 10: Good to know about residence permits for families
	Dia 11: Good to know about residence permits for families
	Dia 12: Take care of your vaccinations
	Dia 13: Early Childhood Education and Daycare in Kokkola
	Dia 14: Early Childhood Education and Daycare in Kokkola
	Dia 15: Basic Education in Kokkola
	Dia 16: Basic Education in Kokkola
	Dia 17: School enrollment form for the children of Centria students
	Dia 18
	Dia 19: Services for Your Spouse
	Dia 20: Healthcare for Families
	Dia 21: Activities and Events for Families
	Dia 22
	Dia 23
	Dia 24
	Dia 25

