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CENTRIA CONNECT: PRE-ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Welcome to join the live sessions to ask questions, interact with other future students and Centria staff!

Thursday, 15.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Living, accommodation and expenses in Finland

Thursday, 22.5.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to Finland with a family
(suggested mostly for students arriving with families)

Thursday, 12.6.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Getting to know the Finnish studying culture Centria style

Thursday, 3.7.2025, pre-recorded Start Learning Your Finnish: Why, when and how

Thursday 7.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Moving to and Living in Kokkola and Pietarsaari

Thursday 21.8.2025 at 13.00‒14.00 Final Questions Before Arrival and the Orientation Days

Join Centria Connect - get ready for your study journey - Centria

https://net.centria.fi/en/for-students/new-students/pre-orientation/


WEBINAR PROGRAMME

• Admission process: important update on arrival days at 
campus

• Finnish studying culture 

• Empowering learning at Centria with our digital tools 

• Q&A 



UPDATES ON REGISTRATION DEADLINES

The original deadline (30.9.) for registration still stands for students in Bachelor of Health Care, 
Nursing and Bachelor of Engineering, Chemical Engineering. Hybrid studies are available only 
until 30 September 2025. After this the studies require the students to be present on campus.

The absolute latest date for arrival and registration is 7th of January 2026 for students in the 
following progammes:

• Bachelor of Business Administration

• Bachelor of Engineering, Industrial Management

• Bachelor of Engineering, Information Technology

• Master of Engineering, Cloud-Driven Artificial Intelligence

• Master of Business Administration, International Business Management, Daytime studies 

Arrival and registration on campus is not possible after this date. Hybrid studies are available until 
7th of January 2026.



• Please consider that later arrival and online studies might result in 
extra work in your studies and might affect your scholarship 
opportunities (if you pay tuition fees).

• The extra work might be because you find it hard to study online by 
yourself without help from teachers and classmates, or because you 
have problems with your internet connection.



REFUND POLICY

• We have informed all students about the refund policy. Read the 
information carefully. 

• Centria warmly welcomes all students who are able to participate to 
the teaching in the given time frame. Most of our programmes are 
not fully online and therefore physical presence is demanded. This is 
also the condition that the residence permit is based on.

• If you have any questions, please contact admissions@centria.fi.

mailto:admissions@centria.fi


WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ You have been accepted to Centria UAS – Congratulations!

✓ You have gotten your conditional offer letter – Read it carefully!

✓ STEP 1: Confirm the offered study place as soon as possible, at the latest by 10.7.2025 at 15.00 (Finnish 
time), with the link sent to you by opintopolku.fi.

When accepting your study place to Centria UAS, you accept and confirm the conditions written in the acceptance letter.

To finalize the admission process, you must arrive on campus and register at Student Services by 30.9.2025 or 7.1.2026 depending on your degree programme. 

Your study placement is conditional until Centria has verified your eligibility and your final original degree certificate has been reviewed after your registration.

✓ STEP 2: Pay the tuition fee (if you are a citizen from a country outside the EU, EEA or Switzerland) in full by 
using Flywire.

✓After you have accepted the offered study place and paid the tuition fee, (if you were required to), you are 
automatically enrolled as present for your first study year.

✓ Apply for a residence permit as soon as you have accepted your study place

Contact Centria’s Admissions Services for more information or help (admissions@centria.fi).



WHERE YOU ARE NOW IN 
YOUR ADMISSION PROCESS

✓ Join the pre-orientation sessions from May until August

✓ Get to know students, tutors, mentors and Centria International  
Student Union members in the Goin’ app 

✓ See the checklist what to do before moving to Finland

✓ Arrive in Finland in August or the beginning of September

✓ Join the Orientation Days and welcome events if you are in Finland

✓ Start your studies



FINNISH STUDYING CULTURE
Centria style, with Dr. Weimu You



STUDENT-CENTERED VS. TEACHER-CENTERED

Student-centered learning

• Students are encouraged to take
responsibility for their learning, 
express opinions, and pursue 
their interests.

Teacher-centered learning

• The teacher is often the 
authority figure

• Students are expected to listen, 
absorb, and follow instructions.



EXPLORATION VS. MEMORIZATION

Inquiry-based and exploratory

• Emphasis on asking questions, 
investigating, and finding
solutions rather than rote 
answers.

Memorization and repetition

• Rote learning and practice are 
emphasized, especially in 
preparation for exams.



COLLABORATIVE VS. INDIVIDUAL

Collaborative learning

• Group work, peer discussions, 
and projects are common.

• Diverse, equal, multicultural 
teams

Competitive individual learning

• Students are often ranked, and 
peer competition is strong.



PACE OF LEARNING

Flexible pace

• Students can progress at 
different speeds and in different 
ways through hyflex learning, 
while staying within established 
rules

• Retakes and resits are available 
to support student learning

• Mixed-ability classrooms are 
common

Fast, uniform pace

• Classes often move quickly 
through standardized material

• Falling behind can be stressful



MOTIVATION

Intrinsic motivation

• Focus on developing curiosity,
self-direction, proactivity, and 
joy of learning rather than 
external rewards or rankings

Respect and discipline

• Students are expected to show 
respect for teachers and 
conform to classroom norms



SUMMARY

Aspect Finland Developing countries

Learning focus Curiosity, creativity, understanding Accuracy, correctness, exam success

Role of student Active participant, co-creator Listener, follower, diligent worker

Role of teacher Guide, facilitator Authority, knowledge provider

Peer dynamics Collaboration, sharing Competition, comparison

Assessment Growth-focused Performance-focused



EMPOWERING LEARNING AT 
CENTRIA

Digital Tools for supporting successful studying, with Kaj Holmbäck



WELCOME TO CENTRIA’S DIGITAL 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

• Centria UAS: a modern, student-centered university

• We are committed to offer digital tools that enhance flexibility, 
accessibility, and student well-being.

• In order to use the digital tools, you need a laptop (Win/Mac), 
webcam, headset/microphone and an internet connection.

• Engineering students also need a calculator.

• Minimum requirements can be found on Centria’s homepage 
(look for:  Student’s Toolkit) 



CENTRAALI – 
YOUR DIGITAL 

GATEWAY
• Centraali is the central portal 

for accessing all student 
services.

• Centraali provides single 
sign-on access to platforms 
like Itslearning, Peppi, email, 
and more.



ITSLEARNING – 
YOUR VIRTUAL 

CLASSROOM

• Itslearning as the primary 
learning management system 
used for both on campus and 
online teaching. 

• It creates automatically course 
workspaces based on Peppi data. 

• You get access to your course 
material in the morning the day 
when the course starts

• It stores course materials, 
assignments, discussions, and 
online meeting links, recorded 
meetings etc



DIGISTART – KICKSTART YOUR 
DIGITAL JOURNEY

• Digistart is an orientation module within Itslearning designed to 
familiarize you with Centria’s digital systems.

• Digistart can be started immediately after receiving user credentials, 
even before courses begin.

• Takes approximately 1–5 hours to complete and includes a self-
assessment quiz.



PEPPI – ACADEMIC 
MANAGEMENT 

MADE EASY
• Peppi is the system for 

managing study rights, 
course enrollments, 
transcripts, and graduation 
processes.

• Peppi integrates with other 
systems like Itslearning and 
Tuudo



TUUDO – YOUR STUDENT 
LIFE COMPANION

Tuudo is a mobile app that consolidates study-related 
services. Tuudo is available for both Android and iOS devices

Features include:

• Personal schedules

• Completed studies

• Campus maps

• Digital student ID

• Library card

• News updates



EXAM – FLEXIBLE ELECTRONIC 
EXAMINATIONS

• EXAM as an electronic examination system used across Finnish 
universities.

• Allows students to take exams at various institutions’ EXAM facilities.

• Facilities are monitored via real-time and recording camera 
surveillance to ensure exam integrity.



OFFICE 365 & MULTI-FACTOR 
AUTHENTICATION (MFA)

• Students have access to Microsoft 365 tools, including Outlook, Word, 
PowerPoint, and OneDrive. 

• MFA is used for securing access to these services.



USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AT 
CENTRIA UAS

AI is seen as  Supportive Intelligence

• Centria encourages responsible use of AI 
to support learning and workplace skills.

• Recommended tool: Microsoft Copilot 
(@centria.fi login).

• Key Principles

• Students are responsible for their work.

• Use AI ethically and critically – it doesn’t 
replace real understanding.

• Efficient plagiarism detection system is 
used to check student assignments.

Traffic Light Model 

– the use of AI in learning tasks



SUPPORT SERVICES AT 
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Available support services:

• IT Helpdesk

• Study counselors

• Library services

• Tutoring, mentoring and peer support

Remember to reach out for help whenever 
assistance is needed



EMBRACING THE DIGITAL LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE

• We are committed to leveraging digital tools for an enhanced learning 
experience.

• Being actively engaged with these platforms maximizes your 
academic success.



Q&A TIME 

Now is the time for questions and further 
discussion!
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eduexpo@centria.fi
sofia.behluli@centria.fi
admissions@centria.fi

Don’t hesitate to 
contact us:

mailto:eduexpo@centria.fi
mailto:sofia.behluli@centria.fi
mailto:admissions@centria.fi


Thank you 
for joining!

See you
next time!
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